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The art instruction book
that lawnched a thousand. J:/@ﬁdx

Ships and How to Draw Them takes artists on a voyage through the world of draw-
ing barks, brigs, frigates, schooners and ocean liners. Composed and written by well-known
marine artist and illustrator W. J. Aylward and first published in 1950, this new edi-
tion includes an introduction by marine artist Donald Demers.

W. J. (William James) Aylward (1875-1956), was an award-winning American marine artist and illustrator. Born
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, he developed an early interest in nautical subjects because his father built and owned
Great Lakes ships. He studied at the Art Institute of Chicago, the Art Student’s League in New York City, and was
later a student of Howard Pyle. Aylward began his professional career by illustrating maritime subjects for such
magazines as Harper’, Scribners and Colliers. He illustrated Jack London's Sea Wolf, and a children’ version of
Jules Verne's Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea, and at age 43 he volunteered to go to France and record
the actions of the American Expeditionary Force during World War I. Aylward’s work, whether an illustration,
painting or advertisements featuring nautical themes, displayed a keen knowledge of his subjects,
and his watercolor work has been compared to that of Winslow Homer.

Donald Demers was born in the year that W. J. Aylward died. As a young boy he
was inspired by Aylward's instruction and technique as presented in SHIPS and How to
Draw Them, and it changed his life forever. Today Demers is considered one of the world’s
foremost marine artists. More information on Don Demers and his work is available at
www.DemersArt.com.
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